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Summary

Background. This Workshop was a result of collaboration of Network Public Health Programs of Open Society Institute, New York, and its projects aiming to strengthen teaching capacities at the schools of public health in Central and Eastern Europe. The discussions at the Workshop also projected the possible future activities in countries of Middle East and Africa in the context of global threat of such disease as Tuberculosis, AIDS, Malaria.

Initiative to hold a Workshop during ASPHER conference in Yerevan was launched by Noah Simmons and Michael Borowitz at the OSI New York in spring 2005. Kaunas School of Public Health, Kaunas, Lithuania and its representative Associate Professor Linas Sumskas was invited to lead the coordination of this Workshop together with the host of the Workshop – American University of Armenia (AUA). The AUA team - Tsovinar Haratyuinian, Ara Tekian, Irina Papieva and others – provided very strong professional contribution to this Workshop.

Main aim of the Workshop. To explore the interface of schools of public health, government, and civil society in Africa, Middle East, and Eurasia in the context of the HIV/AIDS epidemic and to distill a number of recommendations of concrete use for the program planning process of potential international funders, including OSI and the GFATM

Place, time and format. Workshop was organized at the premises of the American University of Armenia during the annual ASPHER conference in 2 parts. Part 1 was held on September 17, 2005 for Middle East and African countries (more than 20 participants were involved in this part); Part 2 was held on September 19, 2005  for Central and East European and Central Asian countries with participation of representatives from Part 1 (more than 32 persons were involved).
Participants. Workshop organizers invited directors, deans and key persons from the schools of public health from the following Middle East and Central Asia Countries: Lebanon – 3, Iran – 4, Pakistan 1, Mongolia – 1, Kazakhstan – 2, Tajikistan – 2, Uzbekistan – 1. Representatives from Eastern and South Eastern European countries were invited: Armenia – 4, Macedonia – 1, Croatia – 1, Bulgaria – ?, Estonia – 1, Latvia – 1, Lithuania – 1, Ukraine – 1, Poland – 1. African participants were represented at the Workshop by the following countries: Ghana – 1, Kenya – 1, South Africa – 2.

Plenary sessions and work in groups. Linas Sumskas and Ara Tekian were selected as the chairmen for this OSI Workshop.

Part 1. Linas Sumskas, Lithuania; Ara Tekian, US; Michael Borowitz, US; Anahit Papikyan , Armenia; Haroutune Armenian; Frederick Wurapa, Ghana; Sharon Fonn, South Africa; Tufail Bhatti, Pakistan; and Salim Adib, Lebanon, made their presentations during the plenary session. Later participants were selected to work in 2 groups: Middle East Group and African Group. 

Part 2. Linas Sumskas, Lithuania; Martin McKee, UK; Carel Ijsamuiden, Switzerland; and Paola Pavlenko, Ukraine, made presentations at the plenary session. Participants continued their work in EuroAsia group. Middle East and African Groups had a possibility to finalize their reports and recommendations about public health training in context of collaboration and Global Fund to fight AIDS, TB, Malaria.

Conclusions and recommendations. The participants of this Workshop prepared three reports from Middle East Group, Africa Group and EuroAsia Group. 

· African Group. The African group expressed the need for an initiative to provide stronger advocacy and support for public health training and professional field . It was recommended to strengthen collaboration between schools of public health and to continue attempts on establishing an international organization on the continent as the forum for discussing and planning joint public health training initiatives for Africa.

· Middle East Group. Participants have emphasized the need for generating more reliable data on health situation in these countries. HIV/AIDS prevention issues were pointed out as very important and necessary to be included in the training curriculums. 

· EuroAsia Group. It was stated that the situations regarding the population health status and public health training were quite divers in this big geographic. The group emphasized the important role of Schools of public health in tackling HIV/AIDS issues and mentioned that international collaboration in the framework of the Global Fund initiatives provided more opportunities for receiving funding from international funding agencies.

Part 1: September 17, Saturday

Ara Tekian, PhD, MHPE, University of Illinois at Chicago 

- Greeting remarks welcoming all participants; opening of the ASPHER conference;

- Introduction of all participants

List of the participants:

1.  Adib Salim, Lebanon

2. Armenian Haroutune, Armenia
3. Bhatti Tufail, Pakistan

4. Borowitz Michael, US
5. Bozorgzad Ahmad, Iran
6. Fonn Sharon, Witwaterswand, SA

7. Haddad Nadim, Lebanon

8. Jalali Abdolarasool, Iran
9. Knight Stephen, SA

10. Odero Wilson, Kenya

11. Papikyan Anahit, Armenia

12. Papiyeva Irina, Armenia

13. Pavlekovic Gordana, Croatia 

14. Shayesteh Salehi, Iran

15. Sumskas Linas, Lithuania

16. Tekian Ara, USA

17. Tusgdelger Sovd, Mongolia

18. Wurapa Frederick, Ghana

19. Zahraei Roshanak, Iran

20. Zurayk Huda, Lebanon

Ara Tekian, University of Illinois at Chicago, USA 

· Description of workshop’s general goals 

· Introduction of Public Health as a science of great importance all over the world

· Emphasis was put on HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria in Africa and Middle East regions and on the roles of Schools of Public Health (SPHs)

Linas Sumskas, Kaunas University of Medicine, School of Public Health, Lithuania

· Greetings/Opening remarks

· Introduction to workshop goals, objectives and format

· Emphasis on much broader scope of the workshop: coverage of  Africa, Middle East Region and also East, South and Eastern Europe, Central Asia; expands discussion on newly emerging threat of AIDS, TB, Malaria; focus on a workforce development dimension  and future roles of SPH

· Introduction to OSI priorities and focus

· Main goal of the workshop: to gain insights into how schools of public health interface with governmental policies; how PH workforce policies are designed to address HIV/AIDS & TB prevention and implemented in collaboration with the GFATM; how community based programs could be engaged and collaborate through research of SPH 

· Utilitarian goal of the workshop: to determine how might OSI work with SPHs, government, civil society and international funding agencies, particularly the GFATM, to address the tremendous public health threat of HIV/AIDS 

· Objectives of the workshop: to analyze the relationship between PH short-term and diploma-track training and national health workforce policies, also training demand from the non-governmental sector in the context of the HIV/AIDS epidemic; discuss career tracks of SPH graduates in each country and describe the demand for public health education; describe existing models for the interface of SPHs and civil society whether through faculty/student research or other community outreach programs; analyze existing collaborative programs between SPHs and the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, TB, Malaria; distill a number of practical recommendations  for the program planning process of funders, including OSI, with respect to HIV/AIDS and TB and to the access to health care of vulnerable populations 

Michael Borowitz, OSI Public Health Programs

· Presentation of possible ways of collaboration between and inside countries

· Each country has to have its national independent foundation, its own executive board, which will be run not only  by PH people

· Presentation of key OSI themes: marginalization and monitoring

· Description of civil society: it consists of governmental organizations, non-governmental organizations, media, schools of public health

· AIDS in Europe -  elaboration on the issue: injected drug users, substitution therapy; controlling an epidemic - an evidence-based approach

· Strengthening civil society: law and health; media and health; public health watch schools of public health; policy centers

Anahit Papikyan, OSI, Armenia

· Short and precise presentation of scope of work of OSI Armenia: focus on drug users,

      smoking

Haroutune Armenian, American University of Armenia, Yerevan, Armenia

· Introduction to the AUA: western style; mission of AUA; its role in the society;   

· current programs; research and development 
· AUA Business Center; Garo Meghrigian eye institute for preventive ophthalmology;
· Alice Ohanasian digital library of Armenian classics

· Elaboration on Public Health Program at AUA

· Emphasis on importance of private delivery sector in health services in Armenia

· Collaboration with OSI

Frederick Wurapa, School of Public Health, University of Ghana, Ghana

· Presentation of government human resource policies, civil society and public health  

· training in Africa in the context of a global crisis in health care inequity

· Introduction to the disease burden: high IMR; high MMR; tens of millions suffer from  

· malaria, TB, HIV/AIDS/STD

· Elaboration on conditions of improved health: focus is on strong political  

· commitment; intersectoral perspective in planning and operating  of health care systems; organizational framework and managerial process; community involvement at all levels; equitable distribution of health resources

· Introduction to the main characteristics of national health care systems: emphasis is put on undersupply and under-use of human resources; poor communication facilities; need in trained professionals in policy analysis, planning and budgeting

· Public health training in Africa: main dimensions

· Factors affecting health workforce performance in Africa

· Objectives of the regional program: strengthening public health capacity; strengthening monitoring and evaluation; development of centers of excellence 

Sharon Fonn, School of Public Health, Witwaterswand, SA

· Introduction to the University of Witwatersrand
· Elaboration on mission of the university: promotion of public health through relevant, 

· appropriate and excellent teaching, research and service, based on the principles of      equity; promotion of human rights and a coherent and comprehensive response to the needs of people of South and Sub-Saharan Africa in their various living and working conditions

·  Main role of schools of public health: to respond to the big questions that aggravate the development and delivery of health services and related interventions that will have a positive impact on population health

· Introduction to HIV context in South Africa
· Roles of schools of public health: presentation of all current programs

· Elaboration on each program: Master of Public Health, MSc(Med) in Epidemiology and Biostatistics, MSc in Population-based Field Epidemiology 

· Current research in the fields of public health regarding HIV/AIDS, TB and Malaria

Tufail Bhatti, Liaquat Medical Health University, Pakistan

· Presentation of the role of the tertiary health care center in AIDS surveillance in Pakistan: introduction to the study 

· Elaboration on current situation with HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis B, Hepatitis C in Pakistan: presentation of available data

· Specific objectives of the study:  to determine healthy blood donors in screening program during 2001 to 2004 in research blood bank of LUMHS, Hyderabad; to evaluate the Surveillance system and Screening Program in LUMHS, Hyderabad; to provide recommendations of our study to the concerned department of LUMHS.

· Results of the study: main emphasis is on the fact that there is no any epidemiological and demographical picture available at in tertiary health care center

· Recommendations: blood donors found reactive in HBV, HCV or HIV in healthy donors should be advised for further advanced confirmatory investigations; the questionnaires of proper record keeping should be included for epidemiological and demographical events.  

Salim Adib, Lebanese University, Beirut

· Short presentation about situation on HIV/AIDS in Lebanon

· Introduction to the history of HIV/AIDS epidemic
· Presentation of available statistical data 
· Possible ways of transmission 
· Dynamics of the epidemic
Work in groups

Group 1: African Countries (Ghana, Tanzania, Kenya, South Africa)
Reporter – Sharon Fonn

      Group 2: Middle East Countries (Iran, Lebanon and Pakistan)

      Reporter – Salim Adib

TOPIC 1: Discuss and document the interface of schools of public health, government, and civil society in Europe or Eurasia in the context of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

TOPIC 2: Distill a number of recommendations for the program planning process of potential funders, including OSI and the GFATM, involving the contributions of SPHs to the fight against HIV/AIDS and TB

- Discussion of the topics 

- Presentation of the results/preliminary reports

Final report of the discussion from the Group 1 (Africa group).
1.  Importance of the problem

· Each School of Public Health is context specific and broad generalizations do not hold.

· African Schools need to develop a public health workforce who is able to understand, develop and implement interventions that impact on population health. African Schools need adequate resources to do this

· Advocacy as a tool of public health can/should be included in teaching programs

· The network of public health professionals is weak

2.  Recommendations

· A network of Schools of public health and or public health professionals and or Public health associations is desirable. 

· The network would focus on a range of issues:

· training

· specific and important issues now is the documentation of the impact of issue (disease)), specific international funding and to motivate for the need for integration and synergy of funding so that while specific heath issues are addressed a focus on building the health care system overall is also achieved [this part is not clearly stated]

· advocacy on the above issue among both national governments and international donors

· advocacy for public health as a discipline and for the role of public health professionals both nationally and internationally

· Increase the capacity of schools of public health to train to create a critical mass of public health professionals

3. Action plan

· Immediate – to host a workshop/meeting in conjunction with the Public Health Association of Southern Africa (PHASSA) meeting in May 2006 to develop this idea. 

· To build a consensus for a presentation at the Global forum meeting in November.

Final report of the discussion from the Group 2 (MENA).
The participants from Iran, Lebanon, Pakistan, and Mongolia had discussed the situation of public health training and the role of schools of public health in the context of OSI and Global Fund initiatives to fight Aids, TB, and Malaria. 

The problems to be solved and some recommendations are presented below.
1. Importance of the problem 

· Absence of reliable data due to organizational defects and denial/ religious stigma attitudes, and the absence of national control programs in most of the countries.

· Evolving epidemic of unknown dimensions in Iran and Pakistan, low endemic problem in Lebanon (about 1 new case/100,000 per year) [what condition is meant here? If the only focus is HIV/AIDS then it should be specified from the beginning.].

· In Lebanon, the religious establishments were confronted with their responsibility for the “preservation of the family” and they were included in the decision-making for preventive activities.  

· The perceived financial helplessness of governments facing the issue of HIV is a disincentive to further investigate/control the problem 

· There is an opportunity for surveillance of HIV in Iran when drivers are tested for drugs every 5 years to renew their license

· Important role of anonymous hotlines to provide a venue for HIV-related information

2. Responses to specific questions 

· In some areas, government employees are sent to SPH to obtain diplomas in infectious surveillance and control, but not specifically for HIV/AIDS control.

· Training offered by SPH is often affected by agendas set by the funding agencies rather than by NGO groups.  Consequently, the impact of such training remains limited. 

· There are no identified career tracks in HIV issues now.

· Not much programmatic involvement from SPH in the countries with public infectious control agencies.

· There are opportunities for students’ research on these issues in several SPH. 

· Individual consultations from academic staff with governmental agencies on HIV/AIDS have occurred. 

3. Main recommendations for potential role of SPH

· Promoting epidemiological research to generate reliable data on the profile of the epidemic, which would then orient the recommendations for prevention.  All sources of data can be used, especially data from special screenings where blood is tested for one reason or the other.

· Conducting needs assessments to discover real programmatic training demands from governmental and NGO sectors.

· Creating educational modules/programs for attitudinal change in youth; opinion-makers: political, religious; etc.

· Effecting university curricular changes in health/medicine to include more awareness on HIV/AIDS, thus provoking a demand to care for HIV-related issues

· Engaging with government and playing an advocacy role for better control or prevention of HIV and protection of the rights of HIV sufferers

· Building support networks for HIV-related research, training, community services and academic programs, in collaboration with international organizations such as OSI and others.

Part 2: Monday, September 19, 2005 

Yerevan, Armenia

List of OSI Workshop Part 2 participants 

1. Armenian Haroutune, AUA, Armenia

2. Bhatti Tufal Ahmed, Pakistan

3. Bozorgzad Ahmad, Iran

4. Berry Elliot, Israel

5. Bino Silvia, Albania

6. Birt Chrristopher, UK

7. Fonn Sharon, South Africa

8. Georgijeva Lora, Bulgaria

9. Gray Selena, UK

10. Hudaykulov Umid, Uzbekistan

11. Ijsalmuiden Carell, Switzerland 

12. Isjanovska Rosalinda, Macedonia

13. Kauhanen Jusi, Finland

14. Kosa Karolina, Hungary

15. Kulshanov Maksut, Kazakhstan

16. Maksudova Zumrat, Tajikistan

17. McKee Martin, UK

18. Papiyeva Irina, Armenia

19. Pavlekovic Gordana, Croatia

20. Pavlenko Paola, Ukraine

21. Polluste Kaja, Estonia

22. Roshi Enver, Albania

23. Salim Adib, Lebanon

24. Sumskas Linas, Lithuania

25. Szosland Dorote, Poland

26. Takenova Madina, Kazakhstan

27. Tekian Ara, USA

28. Tudsgdelger Sovd, Mongolia

29. Villerusa Anita, Latvia

30. Wilson Odero, Kenya

31. Wurapa Frederick, Ghana

32. Zurayk Huda, Lebanon

Linas Sumskas, SPH, Kaunas University of Medicine, Kaunas, Lithuania

· Opening remarks

· Introduction to the objectives of the second day of the workshop
· Introduction of the presenters
 Prof. Martin McKee, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK. Member of the OSI Global Health Advisory Committee

· Elaboration on key OSI themes, presented by Michael Borowitz on the first day of the workshop: marginalization and monitoring 

· Presentation of network matrix in two dimensions: marginalized groups and specific health issues; capacity building and monitoring

· Introduction to the horizontal approach: human rights model: “Watch”; 

· democratic accountability with the emphasis on budget transparency; 

· monitoring and accountability in a global environment (example from UN system)

· Introduction to key components of development assistance with the specific examples of AIDS in Africa, Central Asia

· Controlling an Epidemic: introduction to the evidence-based approach and focusing on its key components: incidence as being the most important component, understanding of the whole epidemic curve and assessment of current situation, cost-effectiveness of the interventions and implications for palliation (specification with AIDS example)

· Elaboration on Tuberculosis issue

· Strengthening civil society

· Introduction to policy concept: its elements and links to service delivery

· Modes of work with the emphasis on OSI activities and Public Health Schools

Carel Ijsselmuiden, Council on Health Research and Development (COHRED), Geneva, Switzerland

· Introduction to the mapping public health education capacity in and for Africa 

· Explanation of the term - public health capacity. Introduction to core objectives: mapping of public health capacity in and for Africa. Assessment of capacity for technology-supported distance learning as a short-term objectives; creation of the opportunities for network development and dissemination of the information as a medium-term objectives; 
· start or re-start of “African Association of Schools of Public Health” (accreditation, networking) and strengthening of African Public Health Association as long-term objectives

· Emphasis on a continental approach to improving public health in line with new socio-

        political realities

· Exploiting information technology to optimize learning and teaching

· approach of  
· “Essential Public Health Functions” is an example of more pragmatic and narrow approach

· Possible outcomes from AfriHealth can be various not only related to schools,    

- Education and research; may include advocacy, linkage, infrastructure and health 

- Systems engagement 

· Elaboration on current phase (re-starting)  and particularly on this meeting: 

· Communicate the findings, reconnect, and develop the future of AfriHealth with your help 

· Introduction to the outputs AfriHealth (see presentations) 

· Short introduction to the results and programs (see presentation) 
· Summarizing all important points: Africa needs a plan for PH
· It is necessary to enable countries to invest in research for health
Paola Pavlenko, SPH, Mohyla Academy, Kyiv, Ukraine

· Introduction to HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Ukraine: statistics, transmission routes

· Responses that took place in the 2003-2005 time period 
· Presentation of UKMA Public Health School 
· Projects of 2003-2005 yy. with the emphasis on two of them: Set up and running “Kyiv Regional Info-Resource Centre on HIV/AIDS” (GF/ Alliance)

· Development of and running a new training programme “Social work for people  living with HIV/AIDS” (GF/Alliance) 

· Short introduction to the Kyiv Regional Resource Centre for HIV/AIDS

· Brief review of social work with people living with HIV/AIDS course development

· Introduction to partnerships and participation 
Work in groups

Group 1: Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan, Ukraine, and Armenia 

Group 2: Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Macedonia, Hungary, Poland

TOPIC 1: Discuss and document the interface of schools of public health, government, and civil society in Europe or Eurasia in the context of the HIV/AIDS epidemic 

TOPIC 2: Distill a number of recommendations for the program planning process of potential funders, including OSI and the GFATM, involving the contributions of SPHs to the fight against HIV/AIDS and TB 

The participants from Albania, Armenia, Bulgaria, Croatia, Estonia, Hungary, Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and Mongolia discussed the situation of public health training and the role of schools of public health in the context of OSI and Global Fund initiatives to fight Aids, TB, and Malaria. 

The problems to be solved and some recommendations how these issues to be tackled are presented below as a summary of the two groups’ discussion (EURASIA group).
1. Importance of the problem

· Majority of countries have a low-prevalence of HIV/AIDS, with low absolute number of cases, but rapid increase rates of disease spread in most of the places.

· Public health agenda had been dominated by the problems of high mortality and morbidity from CVD/CHD, cancers. Evidence on health effects of smoking, alcohol abuse also was well presented but less covered by the prevention measures in majority of these countries.

· Some countries (e.g. Latvia and Ukraine) locate the HIV/AIDS problem on the country health policy agenda. However lack of involvement of and relevant training at the Schools of Public Health was observed in the region.

· Most countries have well documented data on prevalence of HIV, TB, and malaria in populations. Some countries (Uzbekistan, Tajikistan) need more advanced monitoring system and resources allocated. Perception of the problem of HIV ranges from increasingly threatening (in Ukraine) to moderate or small (Macedonia, Lithuania).

· Concepts of harm reduction, protection of rights of marginalized groups still need to be more strongly communicated and discussed in majority of these countries.

· At the moment Schools of public health do not seem to play a meaningful role in the provision of training in the HIV/AIDS & TB prevention area, and in the development of projects on advocacy and tackling inequalities in health. Some countries have only recently started (Macedonia, Albania, Uzbekistan etc) or going to start modern public health postgraduate training (Tajikistan, Mongolia).

2. Recommendations

· Assist partner countries in the region to establish and strengthen Schools’ of Public Health teaching capacities in this area;

· Provide support for epidemiological research in the countries without resources and relevant experience to do it;

· Introduce HIV/AIDS prevention and control issues, including harm reduction, into the teaching agenda and research curriculum at the schools of public health

· Encourage individuals and groups of students to conduct research in the HIV/AIDS area in a separate country and possibly, across several countries (for example, neighboring countries or united by a common specific topical interest);

· Incorporate cases on HIV/AIDS within the modules of PH courses (Epidemiology, Communicable diseases, Health Economics, Health Promotion and Disease Prevention, Health Policy);

· Develop short re-training courses on HIV/AIDS/ HIV-TB at the request of the local government agencies/ MoH, and NGOs, HIV service providers;

· Develop teaching courses on health advocacy and work with marginalized groups on rights of patients.

· Extend collaboration of schools of Public health with NGOs, community groups, which are involved in HIV/AIDS and drug abuse control projects;

· Schools of public health in the region should use the opportunity for networking in the framework of ASPHER or to create informal networks. Partners also are encouraged to develop joint applications (as the networks) for international funding organizations.

· Schools of public health in the Eurasia region, in the context of globalization, are encouraged to take into account experiences of developed industrial countries as well as lessons learned from Africa, Middle East and South Asia about practices of tackling HIV, TB and Malaria in these countries.
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